Sermon Title:  The Perceived Delay of the Day of the Lord
Sermon Text:  2 Peter 3:8-10
Sermon Purpose:  To call the hearer to reject the viewpoint of the false teachers on the 2nd coming of 				Christ.
Sermon Proposition:  There are 3 key perspectives to understand about the 2nd coming of Christ.

Introduction:  
“The infinity of God is His attribute of being matchlessly perfect in every way without any limitation. God’s infinity with respect to the minds of created being is His incomprehensibility:  He is far beyond our full understanding. The aseity of God is His independence from all other things. He exists, lives, and acts from Himself as the “I AM.” He is not caused and does not receive any good from any being outside of Himself. The other side of God’s aseity is His sufficiency, the attribute of being the infinite fullness of all goodness and glory. God dwells in His special presence, where He makes His glory known to us. But His essential presence, or presence of His being, is not confined to places where He especially reveals His glory. He cannot be limited by space (immensity), and He is fully present in every location (omnipresence). God’s attribute of eternity teaches us that He possess the fullness of His infinite life as one complete whole, not spread out over a span of time. He has no beginning, end, or succession of moments. Rather, He is fully present at all times. He will be His people’s everlasting joy.”
[Joel R. Beeke, Paul M. Smalley, Essentials of Reformed Systematic Theology, Crossway, 2025, p. 109]

I.	The perception of delay, misses the perspective of Eternity. V.8
II.	The perception of delay, misses the perspective of Patience. V.9
III.	The perception of delay, misses the perspective of Certainty. V.10

I.	The perception of delay, misses the perspective of Eternity. V.8

	A.	Don’t let the truth about eternity escape your notice. V.8a
		Psalm 102:12 But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, And the remembrance of Your name to 			all generations. 
		Psalm 102:24-27 I said, "O my God, Do not take me away in the midst of my days; Your years 			are throughout all generations. 25 Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens 			are the work of Your hands. 26 They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they will all grow 			old like a garment; Like a cloak You will change them, And they will be changed. 27 But You 			are the same, And Your years will have no end. 

	B.	Don’t confuse man’s concept of time, with God’s concept of time. V.8b
			God is eternal and sovereign over time. He is not controlled or governed by time. 				Mankind is tied to a Chronological concept of time. “The eternity of God is the truth that He is 			not limited in any way by time.” Time is a part of God’s original creation in Genesis.
		[Ibid., p.114]
		Job 36:26 "Behold, God is great, and we do not know Him; Nor can the number of His years be 			discovered. 
		Psalm 90:1 Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
		Psalm 90:4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like yesterday when it is past, And like a 			watch in the night. 
		Isaiah 40:6-7 The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass, 			And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 				Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 
		Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever." 
		1 John 2:17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 			abides forever. 
		2 Corinthians 4:17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far 			more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,
		Luke 3:7 Then he said to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, "Brood of vipers! 			Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
		 Luke 3:17 "His winnowing fan is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clean out His threshing 			floor, and gather the wheat into His barn; but the chaff He will burn with unquenchable fire." 

			Charnock said, “The enjoyment of God will be as fresh and glorious after many ages, as 			it was at first,” God is always vigorous and flourishing; a pure act of life, sparkling new and 			fresh rays of light and life,” and life with Him will never get boring or come to an end as we 			enjoy the infinite and eternal God. [Ibid. p. 116]

			Finite humanity must not confine and infinite God to their time schedule. The Lord Jesus 			Christ will return on time the 2nd time, just as He came on time the first time.
		Galatians 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 			woman, born under the law,
		Ephesians 1:4-5 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should 			be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by 			Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 

II.	The perception of delay, misses the perspective of Patience. V.9

	A.	It is not an issue of slowness in fulfilling His promise. V.9a   (Revelation 20:1-21:1)
		Revelation 6:17 "For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to stand?" 

	B.	It is an issue of patience in fulfilling His promise. V.9b
		1)	The patience is toward the chosen elect.
			“You” or “us” refers to Peter’s readers and any who will and would come to faith in Jesus 			Christ.   (1 Peter 1:1b, 4a)
			John 10:16 "And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, 				and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd. 
			1 Peter 2:9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own 				special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 				into His marvelous light; 

				The perception that Christ is slow, late, delayed, or never coming is wrong. We 				must realize that what appears to the false teachers as slowness or delay of divine 					judgment is really a picture of God’s patience, longsuffering, and mercy.
				He will not let one chosen or elect person perish “be utterly destroyed” in eternal 				hell, separation, damnation, or died in their sins and trespasses.
			Ezekiel 18:32 "For I have no pleasure in the death of one who dies," says the Lord GOD. 			"Therefore turn and live!" 
			Jeremiah 13:17 But if you will not hear it, My soul will weep in secret for your pride; 				My eyes will weep bitterly And run down with tears, Because the LORD'S flock has been 			taken captive. 
			Matthew 23:37 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those 			who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 			her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 
			Romans 9:16-18 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who runs, but of God who 			shows mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "For this very purpose I have raised 				you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My name may be declared in all the 				earth." 18 Therefore He has mercy on whom He wills, and whom He wills He hardens.
[bookmark: _GoBack]		2)	The patience for the elect to come to repentance.    (Luke 15:10)
			1 Peter 3:20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited 				in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, 			were saved through water. 
			2 Timothy 2:25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will 				grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 
			Revelation 2:5 "Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first 				works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place-- 				unless you repent. 
			Matthew 11:28 "Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 			rest. 
			John 3:16 "For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 					whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
 			Acts 17:30 "Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men 			everywhere to repent, 
			Ezekiel 33:11 "Say to them:`As I live,' says the Lord GOD,`I have no pleasure in the 				death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your 				evil ways! For why should you die, O house of Israel?'

III.	The perception of delay, misses the perspective of Certainty. V.10

	A.	The Day of the Lord will come. V.10a
		(Isaiah 2:10-21; 13:6-22; Jeremiah 46:10; Joel 1-2; Amos 5; Matthew 24:29-31)
		2 Thessalonians 2:2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by 			letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 

	B.	The Day of the Lord will come unexpectantly. V.10b
		The Day of the Lord will come suddenly, powerfully, decisively, and destructively. There are 			basically 3 stages.
		
		1)	The Tribulation   (Revelation 6:17)
		2)	After the Millennium   (Revelation 20:7-10)
		3)	The New Heaven and New Earth

		This time period in the Old Testament is referred to as the Day of doom 6 times, 4 times as the 			day of vengeance. In the New Testament it is referred to as the “Day of Wrath,” “Day of 				Visitation,” “the Great Day of God.”

	C.	The Day of the Lord will be explosive. V.10c
			There will be a universal upheaval. “Heavens” refers to the visible and invisible physical 			universe of interstellar and intergalactic space. This will be the uncreation of creation.
			There will be a great roar “loud noise” crackling sounds of a fire.
			The “elements” basic disintegration of the basic atomic components that make up the 			universe. This will happen with the powerful force of intense heat, that the earth and its works 			will be burned up.
		Matthew 24:23 "Then if anyone says to you,`Look, here is the Christ!' or`There!' do not believe 			it. 
		Psalm 102:25-26 Of old You laid the foundation of the earth, And the heavens are the work of 			Your hands. 26 They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they will all grow old like a garment; 		Like a cloak You will change them, And they will be changed. 
		Revelation 21:1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 		had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 
Conclusion:
With the reality of this event to come, make your preparation today! Submit your life to Christ for salvation and deliverance if you are not saved. Practice habitual obedience if you are saved, by always anticipating the coming of the Lord.
