Sermon Title: The Characterization of False Teachers, Part 2
Sermon Text:  2 Peter 2:17-22
Sermon Purpose:  To call the hearer to recognize the destructive ways of false teachers.
Sermon Proposition: There are 4 destructive characteristics of false teachers to be aware of.

Introduction:  2 Peter 1:8-11 
Although the past, present, and future judgment of False Teachers is certain, Peter just as all of God’s leaders should be, as concerned about the damage and destruction they were and are continuing to bring on the Body of Christ. All of us must realize that there are certain people who are extremely open to the recruitment of false teachers. In Chapter 1, Peter has explained the deliverance from false teachers, in Chapter 2:1-16 he has provided the description of false teachers, and today we will be warned of the destructive nature of false teachers in Chapter 2:17-22.

I.	False teachers are destructive because they can only deceive and disappoint. V.17
II.	False teachers are destructive because they are full of emptiness and enticements. V.18
III.	False teachers are destructive because they can only enslave and entangle. Vv.19-21
IV.	False teachers are destructive because they can only reflect their true desires and destiny. V.22

I.	False teachers are destructive because they can only deceive and disappoint. V.17
	A.	They are described as wells without water. V.17a
		They are waterless springs. Just as water sustains physical life, so true spiritual and biblical 			teaching nourishes and sustains spiritual life.
		Proverbs 13:14 The law of the wise is a fountain of life, To turn one away from the snares of 			death.
		John 4:13-15 Jesus answered and said to her, "Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 			"but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall 			give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life." 15 The 			woman said to Him, "Sir, give me this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw." 

		This is a vivid and vital image in a context and culture where water was a treasured resource 			for life.

	B.	They are described as clouds carried by a tempest.
			Some translations state, “mist driven by a storm.” They are like lazy clouds that provide 			no rain of refreshment (Jude 12), but provide only false hope. The false teachers cannot provide 			the necessary spiritual nourishment, that leads to health and growth.
			The very nature of hypocrisy is that one does not have or produce what they pretend to 			have or be.
	
	C.	They are described as those whom darkness has been reserved. V.17c
		Jude 12-13 These are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving 			only themselves. They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees 			without fruit, twice dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their 			own shame; wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 


II.	False teachers are destructive because they are full of emptiness and enticements. V.18
	A.	Their speech is the weapon. V.18a
			They speak loud, boast of folly, as the Jewish Bible describes, “mouthing grandiosities of 		nothingness.” MacArthur describes it this way, “The false teachers deceive the weak with high 			sounding words that masquerade as scholarship or profound spiritual insight, and even as direct 			revelation from God!”
			“They may even contradict the plain historic teachings of Scripture which in some cases 			they are not able to explain properly because of their lack of adequate training and divine 				wisdom.”
		[The MacArthur Study Bible 2nd Edition; Thomas Nelson Legacy Standard Bible; p. 1712 			(study notes from verse 18)]

	B.	Their sensuality is the way. V.18b
			False teachers play on the dreams and desires of the old nature of sin in order to seduce, 			with seductions of all manners and levels of ungodly behavior, using philosophical, humanistic, 			and fleshly reasoning, that appears to the basic desires of people.
			They offer a form of Christianity and religion that allows and makes room for sinful 			desires and sensuality and lust.
		Colossians 2:8-9 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit, according 			to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and not according to 			Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; 
		Ephesians 5:6-13 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the 			wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them. 8 		For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for 			the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 10 finding out what is 				acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but 			rather expose them. 12 For it is shameful even to speak of those things which are done by them 			in secret. 13 But all things that are exposed are made manifest by the light, for whatever makes 			manifest is light.

	C.	Their seduction is for the weak. V.18c
			They target those who are barely escaping, those who live in error, or new converts, or 			people who are brokenhearted, angry with the status quo, and some who may be struggling with 			major levels of guilt and worry, people with various phobias, lonely people, poor people, and 			people looking for a new lease or start to life. There is no shortage of people who are in danger 			of their destructive seduction, dressed in religion or false Christian clothing. “Wolves in sheep 			clothing.”

III.	False teachers are destructive because they can only enslave and entangle their followers. Vv.19-21
	A.	They can only increase enslavement. V.19
			They promise freedom, but can only deliver bondage.
			“The techniques of the false teachers are only effective with the novice, for the heretics			are like a 300 pound man selling diet books.”
		[The Bible Knowledge Commentary, New Testament, Walvoord and Buck. P.873]

		Some commentaries believe they may have been teaching that the Christian is free from the 			moral obligations of the law.
		Romans 6:15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly 			not! 
		1 Corinthians 9:21 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward 			God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 
		Galatians 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
		John 8:34-36 Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a 			slave of sin. 35 "And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 36 			"Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed. 



			But there is an irony here, “the quest for freedom from God and His moral law, leads 			only to slavery to sin and self.” True freedom from sin involves joyful and willful slavery to 			God. (Romans 6:18)
			When a person is “overcome” by sin, that person is “enslaved” to that sin, and the “one” 			who teaches that sin.

	B.	They can only increase entanglement. V.20
			People may profess to be Christians, but they return to their old sinful ways, with no 			evidence of patterns of breaking their enslavement or entanglement, demonstrates that their 			knowledge of Christ and the way of righteousness was only surface, and that their escape from 			temporary defilement was (“behavior modification”) providing evidence that they have never 			been converted.
		(John 6:60-66; Judas, Corinthians)
		Matthew 12:45 "Then he goes and takes with him seven other spirits more wicked than himself, 			and they enter and dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the first. So shall it 			also be with this wicked generation." 
		Hebrews 6:4-6 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the 			heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of 			God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, 			since they crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. 

	C.	They can only increase error. V.21
		Deliberate rejection of the truth increases one’s responsibility before God and adds up to greater 			punishment and judgment, than someone who has less understanding and goes astray.
		Luke 12:47-48 "And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not prepare himself or do 			according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 48 "But he who did not know, yet 			committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is 			given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will 		ask the more.
		John 10:26-30 "But you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 27 			"My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 28 "And I give them eternal 			life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29 "My 			Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of 			My Father's hand. 30 "I and My Father are one."
		1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they 			would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of 			them were of us. 
		James 2:19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe-- and 			tremble! 

IV.	False teachers are destructive because they can only reflect their true desires and destiny. V.22
	A.	They can only revert back to the nature of a dog. V.22a
		Ancient Jews despised dogs, they were scavengers, not house pets. (Philippians 3:1-2)
		Exodus 22:31 "And you shall be holy men to Me: you shall not eat meat torn by beasts in the 			field; you shall throw it to the dogs. 
		Proverbs 26:11 As a dog returns to his own vomit, So a fool repeats his folly.
		Revelation 22:15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and 			idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 




	B.	They can only revert back to the nature of a pig. V.22b
		Swine were avoided because they were unclean.
		Leviticus 11:7 `and the swine, though it divides the hoof, having cloven hooves, yet does not 			chew the cud, is unclean to you. 
		Isaiah 65:4 Who sit among the graves, And spend the night in the tombs; Who eat swine's flesh, 			And the broth of abominable things is in their vessels; 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion:  Peter’s point is that mere religious profession and activity, or even visible outward change does not change a person’s heart (inner man).
The apostasy of the false teacher and those that follow them, has always and will always reveal their true nature of unbelief and therefore, they are destined for judgment, of outer darkness, representing separation from a Holy God!
