Sermon Title:  The Relationship of Disciples to One Another
Sermon Text:  John 15:12-17
Sermon Purpose:  To call the hearer to the practice of mutual love for one another.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sermon Proposition:  There are 4 aspects of the disciple’s love for one another.

Introduction:  “Where many people see gray, God’s Word speaks in terms that are black and white. The Bible is absolute, definitive, and provocative, unconcerned with political correctness and therefore unafraid to confront people with the reality of their condition. As a result, Scripture makes stark contrasts between those who are saved and those who are lost.”
[The MacArthur New Testament Commentary, John MacArthur, John 12-21, page 155]

	The fuzzy sentimentality concepts of love proclaimed and practiced today, does not line up with what we see in this section of Scripture today. May I ask, What kind of love are you loving your brothers and sisters with today?  What is the source of your love? Is it really possible to love others as Christ has loved us? If it is possible, what hinders so many of us today?
	There is a primary command from Jesus to His disciples, “have mutual love for one another.”
	“Christians grow by caring for and nurturing one another. The standard for love is Christ’s example of humble sacrificial service."
[The Bible Commentary New Testament, Walvord and Buck, page 326]

I.	The Standardized Nature of Christlike love. V.12
II.	The Sacrificial Nature of Christlike love. V.13
III.	The Sanctifying Nature of Christlike love. Vv.14-16
IV.	The Steadfast Nature of Christlike love. V.17

I.	The Standardized Nature of Christlike love. V.12
	 	There is really nothing new about the command to love, since Leviticus 19:18 teaches God’s 	people to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
		The new standard is the change from “neighbor” to “one another” and the change from “as 	yourself” to “as I have loved you.” Christlike love has Christ’s sacrificial love as its model and the 	community of believers as the primary (but not exclusive) place in which it is expressed. The phrase 	reads “just as I have loved you.” So Jesus’s  model of love sets the standard for the believer’s love to 	one another.
	(1 John 2:9-11; 3:10; 3:14-15; 4:7-8; 4:20; 5:1)
	John 13:34-35 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that 	you also love one another. 35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one 	another."
	Romans 13:8-10 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves another has 	fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, "You shall not commit adultery," "You shall not murder," 	"You shall not steal," "You shall not bear false witness," "You shall not covet," and if there is any other 	commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 	10 Love does no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 
	Romans 5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts 	by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
	1 Thessalonians 4:9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that I should write to you, for you 	yourselves are taught by God to love one another;

II.	The Sacrificial Nature of Christlike love. V.13

	A.	This sacrificial love is a way of life. 
		Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an 			offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 
	B.	This sacrificial love is a way of defense.  (John 13:35)

	C.	This sacrificial love is a way of modeling. 
		Romans 5:6-8 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 			7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even 		dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 			Christ died for us. 

	D.	This sacrificial love is a way of righteousness.  (2 Corinthians 5:21)

	E.	This sacrificial love is a way of evangelizing.
		1 Peter 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us 			to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the Spirit, 

	F.	This sacrificial love is a way of Christlikeness. 
		1 John 3:16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to 			lay down our lives for the brethren. 

III.	The Sanctifying Nature of Christlike love. Vv.14-16

	A.	The Sanctifying evidence of obedience. V.14
			We must notice the conditional nature of this statement in verse 14. “You are My friends 			if you do what I command you.” The friends of Jesus obey Him! The test and evidence of 			friendship with Christ is obedience.
		(Matthew 28:20)
		Matthew 12:50 "For whoever does the will of My Father in heaven is My brother and sister and 			mother." 
		Romans 6:17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the 			heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 
		Acts 6:7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in 			Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith. 
		1 Peter 1:1-2 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus, 			Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the 			Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: 			Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 
		1 John 3:4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 

	B.	The Sanctifying evidence of knowing Biblical truth. V.15
			Jesus earlier used the analogy of a master’s relationship to his servants to characterize His 		relationship to His disciples. (v.20; 12:26; 13:16; Luke 12:43-47)

			“The word ‘friends’ suggests a close relationship or relation, and the language of 				brotherhood is clear still.”  (see 20:17)  [Ibid. 326]

		Hebrews 2:10-11 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, 		in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 			11 For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which 			reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 




	C.	The Sanctifying evidence of being chosen. V.16

		A)	The choosing by Christ for our salvation. V.16a  (John 6:44, 55)
			Acts 13:48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of 				the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed. 
			Romans 8:28-30 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 				God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, 				He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 				firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; 			whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
			2 Thessalonians 2:13 But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren 				beloved by the Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for salvation through 				sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth, 

		B)	The choosing by Christ for our service. V.16b
				“The word translated appointed is a form of the verb “tithemi” which has here the 				connotation of being set apart or ordained for special service.”
				“Jesus having chosen and trained the disciples, Jesus commanded them to go into 				the world, and proclaim, good news about Him and bear fruit.”
			[Ibid. 163]

	D.	The Sanctifying evidence of bearing fruit. V.16c
			The “fruit” refers possibly to individual sanctification (Galatians 5:22-23) and to 				effectiveness in evangelism (Matthew 13:5-8). Prayer and service go hand in hand, to be 				effective, which is tied to obedience and identification with Jesus Christ.


IV.	The Steadfast Nature of Christlike love. V.17









Conclusion:  The absolute necessity for abiding and remaining cannot be over emphasized. It is not enough to be around Jesus, if you’re not being or giving evidence by love, obedience, and service of transformation!

