Sermon Title: Counsel Concerning Giving
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8 & 9
Sermon Purpose:  To call the hearer to the generosity of Christian giving.
Sermon Proposition: There are 5 principles related to Christian giving.

Introduction:  There is quite a bit of confusion, misunderstanding, and manipulation on the subject of giving in the modern day church. In spite of the clarity of Scripture, false teaching has led many astray. Paul addresses this issue in the text laid before us today.

I.	The problem related to giving. Acts 11:27-30
II.	The purpose related to giving. V.1
III.	The procedures related to giving. V.2
IV.	The protection related to giving. V.3
V.	The perception related to giving. V.4

I.	The problem related to giving. Acts 11:27-30
	


II.	The purpose related to giving. V.1
		Paul reminds the Gentile believers that they have a duty before God to aid “the Jews” materially 	`and by giving, whether in the diaspora or those in Jerusalem.
		The purpose of Paul’s third missionary journey appears to include the raising of an offering from 	the Gentiles for Jewish Christians suffering persecution in Judea, who were in need.
		Some commentators state that Paul may have addressed this subject in an earlier letter. (5:9) 	They are ow asking for more information and Paul provides direction about taking up the collection.

III.	The procedures related to giving. V.2
	A.	The time period. V.2a

	B.	The transformed participants. V.2b

	C.	The treasured place. V.2c
			Giving is to be part of the gathering for worship, as indicated by the term “the first day of 		the week.” In the New Testament church, the regular day for worship corporately was Sunday, 			the first day of the week. The resurrection of Jesus Christ initiated this change from the Jewish 			Sabbath.
		(Acts 2:44-45; 4:35, 37; 5:2)
		John 20:19-20 Then, the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors 			were shut where the disciples were assembled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in the 			midst, and said to them, "Peace be with you." 20 When He had said this, He showed them His 			hands and His side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 
		John 20:26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus 			came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, "Peace to you!" 
		Acts 20:7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, 			Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight. 
		Revelation 1:10 I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, and I heard behind me a loud voice, as of 			a trumpet,
	
			The normal pattern, then became to bring offerings to the church, to be distributed as the 			leaders were led by the Lord.

	D.	The true proportions. V.2d
			“In the Mosaic law 10 percent is prescribed for the first time by God. ‘Thus all the tithe 			of the land, of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the tree, is the Lord’s; it is holy to the Lord’ 			(Lev. 27:30). That tithe was ‘to the sons of Levi, … for an inheritance, in return for their service 			which they perform, the service of the tent of meeting’ (Num. 18:21). From those tithes of the 			people, the Levites were in turn to give a tithe ‘a tithe of the tithe’ (v.26). The tithes, burnt 			offerings, sacrifices contributions, votive and freewill offerings, and the first-born of animals 			mentioned in Deuteronomy 14 were second 10 percent, to be used to support the national feasts 			and holidays. Each third year another 10 percent was to be given for use in supporting ‘the 			Levite … the alien, the orphan and the widow’ (Deut. 14:28-29). As you study the theocracy of 			Israel was approximately 23 percent, and that it essentially was a tax used for the operation of 			Israel’s government. It never involved freewill, spontaneous giving to the Lord. The 				condemnation of Malachi 3:8-10 is for failure to pay the required taxes to support the priests who 		ran the nation.”
		[John Macarthur, The MacArthur New Testament Commentary 1 Corinthians, p.454-455]

			Every transformed believer is to “lay something aside” “storing something up, as each 			one prosper.”
			The most literal meaning would be “each one of you by himself lay up, or store up.”
			It was common for religious temples both pagan and Jewish to have treasuries.
			Paul’s use of a verb form of the term treasury suggests that the putting aside was to be in 			the church, in some sort of repository designated for the offerings.
		[Ibid. p.453]
	
			“If we do not give properly, we cannot worship properly.” [Ibid. p.453]

		Luke 16:10-11 "He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust 			in what is least is unjust also in much. 11 "Therefore if you have not been faithful in the 				unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 

IV.	The protection related to giving. V.3
	(2 Corinthians 8:16-24)
	Acts 4:35 and laid them at the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 
	Acts 6:2-3 Then the twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, "It is not desirable that 	we should leave the word of God and serve tables. 3 "Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you 	seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this 	business; 



V.	The perception related to giving. V.4
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