Sermon Title: The Victorious Resurrection of the Saints
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to rejoice in the truth of the resurrection of the saints.
Sermon Proposition: There are 4 key conclusions related to the resurrection.

Introduction: “The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the crowning proof of Christianity. If the resurrection did not take place, then Christianity is a false religion. If it did take place, then Christ is God and the Christian faith is absolute truth.”  - Henry M. Morris

“The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the most significant event in human history.”

“The resurrection symbolizes triumph over death and the promise of eternal life.”

“The resurrection is portrayed as a life-changing event that impacts believers profoundly.”

I.	The declarative claim of the resurrection. Vv.50-52
II.	The dress code of the resurrection. Vv.53-54a
III.	The definitive conclusion of the resurrection. Vv.54b-57
IV.	The dedication ceremony of the resurrection. V.58

I.	The declarative claim of the resurrection. Vv.50-52
	A.	The transformation is necessary because the human body is flesh and blood. V.50a

	B.	The transformation is necessary because the human body is corrupt. V.50b

		1.	There is revelation about the transformation. V.51a
For Paul “mystery” is a truth once partially hidden or not fully revealed by God and now is revealed in the Gospel of Christ. The truth revealed in vv.51-55 is about what will happen to living believers.

		2.	There is a recreation tied to the transformation. V.51b  (1 Thessalonians 4:13-16)

		3.	There is a revealing time of the transformation. V.52a

		4.	There is a reality guaranteed for the transformation. V.52b

II.	The dress code of the resurrection. Vv.53-54a
	A.	The absolute certainty of change. V.53

	B.	The absolute certainty of completion. V.54a

III.	The definitive conclusion of the resurrection. Vv.54b-57
	A.	The victory was promised. V.54b
		Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death forever, And the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all 			faces; The rebuke of His people He will take away from all the earth; For the LORD has spoken. 

	B.	The victory is permanent. Vv.55-57
Paul alludes to his earlier argument in vv.24-28 and he vigorously assures us of the finality of death’s defeat on the day of the resurrection of the saints.
This day will also mark the final destruction of “sin” and the “law” as the instrument of sin. (Romans 7:7-12)
		Hosea 13:14 "I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. O 		Death, I will be your plagues! O Grave, I will be your destruction! Pity is hidden from My eyes." 		Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, 			and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned-- 
		1 Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 
		2 Timothy 1:10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has 			abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel, 
		Revelation 21:4 "And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more 			death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 			away." 

		1.	The victory conquered the strength of death. V.56a
			Romans 3:20-23 Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight, 				for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of God apart from 				the law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the 					righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For 				there is no difference; 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
			Romans 4:15 because the law brings about wrath; for where there is no law there is no 				transgression. 
			Romans 7:8 But sin, taking opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all 				manner of evil desire. For apart from the law sin was dead. 

		2.	The victory conquered the strength of sin. V.56b

		3.	The victory is through Jesus Christ. V.57
			a)	Christ fulfilled the requirements of the law of God by never sinning.
				Matthew 5:17-20 "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 					did not come to destroy but to fulfill. 18 "For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven 					and earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till 					all is fulfilled. 19 "Whoever therefore breaks one of the least of these 						commandments, and teaches men so, shall be called least in the kingdom of 					heaven; but whoever does and teaches them, he shall be called great in the 						kingdom of heaven. 20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds 					the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the 					kingdom of heaven. 

b)	Christ fulfilled the requirements of the law of God by bearing our condemnation and punishment.
				Romans 8:1-3 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ 				Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For 					the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin 					and death. 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, 					God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: 					He condemned sin in the flesh, 
				Hebrews 2:14-15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, 				He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him 					who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through 					fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.

c)	Christ fulfilled the requirements of the law by satisfying the wrath of God and paying the wages of sin. (Romans 3:20-23)

IV.	The dedication ceremony of the resurrection. V.58
	A.	The dedication to be steadfast. V.58a
In light of the false teaching and belief of some, the hope of the resurrection should encourage the Christian to persevere in their faith.
	
	B.	The dedication to be immovable. V.58b

	C.	The dedication to be abounding. V.58c
The Christian is to always be doing the work of the Lord vigorously as they can. This is based on the fact, that we know that united with the Lord and His glory your efforts are not in vain.
		Galatians 2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated to them that gospel which I 			preach among the Gentiles, but privately to those who were of reputation, lest by any means I 			might run, or had run, in vain. 
		Philippians 2:16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I 			have not run in vain or labored in vain. 
		1 Thessalonians 3:5 For this reason, when I could no longer endure it, I sent to know your faith, 			lest by some means the tempter had tempted you, and our labor might be in vain. 
		Isaiah 65:17-25 "For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; And the former shall not be 			remembered or come to mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create; For behold, I 			create Jerusalem as a rejoicing, And her people a joy. 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem, And joy in 			My people; The voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in her, Nor the voice of crying. 20 			"No more shall an infant from there live but a few days, Nor an old man who has not fulfilled his 			days; For the child shall die one hundred years old, But the sinner being one hundred years old 			shall be accursed. 21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; They shall plant vineyards and 			eat their fruit. 22 They shall not build and another inhabit; They shall not plant and another eat; 			For as the days of a tree, so shall be the days of My people, And My elect shall long enjoy the 			work of their hands. 23 They shall not labor in vain, Nor bring forth children for trouble; For 			they shall be the descendants of the blessed of the LORD, And their offspring with them. 24 "It 			shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still speaking, I will 			hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, The lion shall eat straw like the ox, And dust 			shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain," Says the 			LORD. 
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Conclusion:  The evidence for Jesus’s resurrection is so strong that nobody would question it except for two things:
1.	First, it is a very unusual event.
2.	And second, if you believe it happened, you have to change the way you live.
Wofhart Pannenberg
