
Sermon Title: There’s Something More Important Than Your Rights, Part 5 

Sermon Text: 1 Peter 3:1-6 

Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to reflect the example and footsteps of the submissive suffering  

         Savior. 

Sermon Proposition: There are 4 qualities of an influencing wife that honors God. 

 

I. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their submission. V.1a 

II. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their behavior. V.1b-2 

III. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their adornment. V.3-4 

IV. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their faith. V.5-6 

 

Introduction:  As in all ages of human history, the Old Testament shows women who were victimized by 

abuse, rape, and even murder: Dinah (Gen. 34), Tamar (2 Sam. 13:1-22), Jephthah’s daughter (Judge 11:29-30), 

and the Levite’s concubine (Judge 19). God never condones such behavior, but, like evil in general, He often 

permits it. An overriding and encouraging message of the Old Testament and New Testament is God’s 

sovereign outworking of His plans in spite of His people’s failures and the sin that is done against them. (Baker 

Theological Dictionary of the Bible; pp. 824-825) 

 Peter now turns to the third class of people with relationships that concern their “good manner of life 

observed by the nations” [1 Peter 2:12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they 

speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God in the day of 

visitation.]. Peter’s concern at this point is not life within the Christian community, but life at those points 

where the Christian community interfaces with the world around it. 

 What would have been surprising to the original readers is that here in a seemingly traditional ethical 

section wives are addressed at all. In this society of our text today, women were expected to follow the religion 

of their husbands; they might have their own cult on the side, but the family religion was that of their husbands. 

The exhortation found in this text is Peter clearly addressing wives whose husbands are not Christians and he 

addresses them as independent moral agents whose decision to follow Christ he supports, but realizes they may 

face rejection mild or severe, but should focus on the goal to win their husbands. (1 Cor. 7:10-16; Rom. 7:1-6) 

 

 

I. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their submission. V.1a 

  Christian wives are to express their submission “to every human creature” and in every God “created 

 human institution” by demonstrating submission to their own husbands. This was a very important 

 admonition in that in the church women found a freedom in worship under the influence of the Spirit 

 that they did not enjoy elsewhere in society and that led some of them to a rejection of their husband’s 

 position and authority. 

 Ephesians 5:22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is head of the 

 wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 

 Colossians 3:18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 

 Titus 2:4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5 to be 

 discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be 

 blasphemed.  

  



II. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their behavior. V.1b-2 

  The expression of without a word does not refer to the Word of God, but to the wives spoken 

 words. (James 2:5-12) 

 1 Peter 1:23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God 

 which lives and abides forever,  

 Romans 10:17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 

 Peter wants the wife to realize that her godly behavior is the most valuable testimony to open the 

 husband’s heart to the gospel. He will still need to hear the gospel message of salvation, but when he can 

 observe her submissive behavior as a faithful wife, this is used by God to validate the gospel before him 

 the husband. (Matt. 5:16) 

  The lovely, gracious, and submissive attitude is the most effective evangelistic tool a believing 

 wife has. 

 Proverbs 31:26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, And on her tongue is the law of kindness. 

 Philippians 2:15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the 

 midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,  

 Titus 2:3 the older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given to much 

 wine, teachers of good things-- 4 that they admonish the young women to love their husbands, to love 

 their children, 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word 

 of God may not be blasphemed.  

III. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their adornment. V.3-4 

  The point of this section is not to prohibit women from wearing hair styles, jewelry, or lovely 

 clothing. In the Greco-Roman culture, women were devoted to superficial outward appearance, often 

 wearing the best cosmetics, dying their hair outlandish colors, braiding their hair elaborately, and 

 wearing especially on their hair and head, costly jewelry to crown their elegant clothing. 

  The problem with merely focusing on the outward, is that it makes no contribution to the 

 spiritual transformation. These things still concern women today, but Christian women are still under the 

 instructions of God’s Word. 

 Isaiah 3:16 Moreover the LORD says: "Because the daughters of Zion are haughty, And walk with 

 outstretched necks And wanton eyes, Walking and mincing as they go, Making a jingling with their feet, 

 17 Therefore the Lord will strike with a scab The crown of the head of the daughters of Zion, And the 

 LORD will uncover their secret parts." 18 In that day the Lord will take away the finery: The jingling 

 anklets, the scarves, and the crescents; 19 The pendants, the bracelets, and the veils; 20 The headdresses, 

 the leg ornaments, and the headbands; The perfume boxes, the charms,  21 and the rings; The nose 

 jewels, 22 the festal apparel, and the mantles; The outer garments, the purses, 23 and the mirrors; The 

 fine linen, the turbans, and the robes. 24 And so it shall be: Instead of a sweet smell there will be a 

 stench; Instead of a sash, a rope; Instead of well-set hair, baldness; Instead of a rich robe, a girding of 

 sackcloth; And branding instead of beauty.  

  Jeremiah 2:32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments, Or a bride her attire? Yet My people have forgotten 

 Me days without number.  

  The Christian wife is to focus on the inner spiritual virtues, that even an unsaved husband would 

 feel attracted to. She is to demonstrate gentleness, a humble, meek attitude, expressed in patient 

 submission.  

  A quiet spirit, is a “still or tranquil” demeanor demonstrates the beauty and reality of   

 regeneration. This is precious in the sight of God. 

  



IV. Wives influence an unsaved spouse by their faith. V.5-6 

  Many believing women (holy women) exemplified these characteristics of submission and 

 modesty related to godliness. (Ruth 3:11; Prov. 31:10-31) 

  The Greek word for fear is potesis is a strong word meaning “frightening,” or “terrifying.” 

 Instead of giving into terror  

 Psalm 27:1 The LORD is my light and my salvation; Whom shall I fear? The LORD is the strength of 

 my life; Of whom shall I be afraid?  

 Proverbs 1:33 But whoever listens to me will dwell safely, And will be secure, without fear of evil."  

 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  

 1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But 

 he who fears has not been made perfect in love. 

 

 

  


