Sermon Title: The Integrity of the Gospel Truth
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 15:1-2
Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to reflect and protect the integrity of the Gospel.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sermon Proposition: There are 7 key components of Gospel integrity.

Introduction: This Chapter presents arguments for the bodily resurrection of the dead. Paul argues from the resurrection of Jesus Christ, that Christians would by necessity also be resurrected.
1 Corinthians 15:12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 

The doctrinal problem on which this Chapter stands was not the Corinthians disbelief in Christ’s resurrection, but confusion about their own resurrection.
	Paul provides and reviews in this first section of verses 1-11 the evidences for Christ’s resurrection,
1.	The Church or body of Christ vv.1-2
2.	The Scriptures vv.3-4
3.	The eyewitnesses vv.5-7
4.	The apostle himself vv.8-10
5.	The summary message v.11

	Today we will focus on the first evidence the church, the body of Christ, the Corinthian believers.

I.	The Gospel truth must be reviewed constantly. V.1a
II.	The Gospel truth must be preached constantly. V.1b
III.	The Gospel truth must be received constantly. V.1c
IV.	The Gospel truth must be possessed constantly. V.1d
V.	The Gospel truth must be sanctifying constantly. V.2a
VI.	The Gospel truth must be persevering constantly. V.2b
VII.	The Gospel truth must be believed constantly. V.2c


I.	The Gospel truth must be reviewed constantly. V.1a
		Paul wants to make clear to his brothers and sisters that are true possessors and not fake or false 	professors, the constant, consistent, and converting truth of the Gospel he declares, which validates the 	integrity of the Gospel.
		It is vitally important that even as true believers, that the Good News and all it contains, be 	declared, proclaimed, and reviewed, so that we are constantly reminded. 
	
	A.	Demonstrated in Christ’s preaching and teaching.
		Mark 8:31-33 And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things, and be 		rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 			32 He spoke this word openly. And Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him. 33 But when 		He had turned around and looked at His disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, "Get behind Me, 			Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." 
		Mark 9:9 Now as they came down from the mountain, He commanded them that they should 			tell no one the things they had seen, till the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
		Mark 9:31 For He taught His disciples and said to them, "The Son of Man is being betrayed into 		the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, He will rise the third day." 
		John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though 			he may die, he shall live. 

	B.	Demonstrated in the Apostle’s preaching and teaching.
		(1 Corinthians 14:36; Acts 2:22-24; Acts 3:14-20; 26)
		True Christianity in the New Testament is a religion of the resurrection, (the Gospel is the 	message of the resurrection). John Locke, the 18th century British philosopher, said, “Our Savior’s 	resurrection is truly of great importance in Christianity, so great that His being or not being the Messiah 	stands or falls with it.” [The MacArthur New Testament Commentary 1 Corinthians, p.398]

II.	The Gospel truth must be preached constantly. V.1b
	(1 Corinthians 2:1-5; 2:6-16; 3:9-11; Galatians 1:6-12)





III.	The Gospel truth must be received constantly. V.1c
	(2 Corinthians 3:1-3; 1 Corinthians 3:1-4)
	Romans 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 	raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 




IV.	The Gospel truth must be possessed constantly. V.1d
	John 17:11-12 "Now I am no longer in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to You. Holy 	Father, keep through Your name those whom You have given Me, that they may be one as We are. 12 	"While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I have kept; 	and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
	John 17:26 "And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You 	loved Me may be in them, and I in them." 
	Romans 5:1-2 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 	Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and rejoice 	in hope of the glory of God.
	Romans 11:20 Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by faith. Do not be 	haughty, but fear.

	“Our salvation is kept by Christ’s holding us fast. Our holding onto Him is evidence that He is holding 	onto us.” [Ibid. 399]

V.	The Gospel truth must be sanctifying constantly. V.2a
	The phrase actually reads by which you are being saved, a reference to having been, while also are being 	saved from sin’s power and condemnation. (Titus 2:11-14)

	The Gospel doesn’t just regenerate a person, it has the power and authority to be converting a person for 	the rest of their lives.


VI.	The Gospel truth must be persevering constantly. V.2b
	This is a warning against non-saving faith. (John 6:60-66)
	1 John 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have 	continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us. 
	Romans 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 	for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God 	is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."

VII.	The Gospel truth must be believed constantly. V.2c
	Denying any truth related to Christ, but especially denying the resurrection make anyone’s profession of 	faith useless. (v.14) The resurrection of Jesus Christ was a focal point of every truth Jesus taught.
	(Mark 8:31; John 11:25; Acts 2:14-36; 3:12-26)



Conclusion:

	The resurrection is the foundation of which all of Christianity pivots and without which none of the 	other truths would matter much, including the believers future resurrection! This is foundational to 	understanding the rest of the Chapter.

