Sermon Title:  The Relationship of Disciples to Christ, Part 2
Sermon Text:  John 15:7-11
Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to a vital and vibrant relationship with Jesus Christ.
Sermon Proposition:  There are 4 promises that are the result of an abiding relationship with Jesus 				Christ and His disciples. (Believers, Christians, saints, followers, learners)

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction:  Jesus has been describing the difference in the 2 types of relationships, a true fruitful relationship and a dry damnation relationship for those who abide/remain versus those who do not abide/remain in Him. This is built off of John 3 where a relationship begins (salvation) and continues in a relationship of abiding/remaining (sanctification) leading to bearing the fruitfulness of Christlikeness.

I.	The promise of answered prayer. V.7
II.	The promise of awesome fruitfulness. V.8
III.	The promise of amazing love. Vv.9-10
IV.	The promise of astonishing joy. V.11

I.	The promise of answered prayer. V.7
		Ongoing dependence on Jesus (v.7a) and adherence to His Words, will transform His disciples 	desires. The promise of answered prayer based on the noun “Rhima” refers to the individual utterances 	of God, found in the Scriptures. The promise of answered prayer comes only to those whose lives are 	controlled by the specific commands of God’s Word.
	Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.
	Psalm 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.
	James 4:3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 	Colossians 3:11-17 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, 	Scythian, slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all. 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, 	put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and 	forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you 	also must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the 	peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the 	word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 	hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in 	word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
	Psalm 37:4 Delight yourself also in the LORD, And He shall give you the desires of your heart.
 	Psalm 112:1 Praise the LORD! Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly in His 	commandments. 
	Psalm 40:8 I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart."

		But I must also point out the fact, that God is not obligated to answer the prayers of unbelievers, 	though He may choose to do so, if it fits with His sovereign and providential purpose.
		Followers of Jesus Christ may ask whatever they wish in their prayer request, if it conforms to 	God’s revealed will, found in the Scriptures. This is why it may be wise to learn to pray the Scriptures.
		Dr. Donald Whitney has a great book on that subject entitled, “Praying the Scriptures.” God the 	Father is glorified in answering our prayers, when they align with His will.
	John 14:13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 	Son.
	John 16:23 "And in that day you will ask Me nothing. Most assuredly, I say to you, whatever you ask 	the Father in My name He will give you.
	1 John 5:14-15 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to 	His will, He hears us. 15 And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we have the 	petitions that we have asked of Him. 
	Matthew 6:10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 
	“Oh! That you studied your Bibles more! Oh! That we all did! How we could plead the promises! How 	often we should prevail with God when we could hold Him to His word and say, ‘Fulfill this word unto 	thy servant, whereon  Thou hast caused me to hope.’ Oh! It is grand praying when our mouth is full of 	God’s Word, for there is no word that can prevail with Him like His own.” – Charles Spurgeon

II.	The promise of awesome fruitfulness. V.8
		Jesus states, “My Father is glorified.” What does it mean to be glorified? How do we do this? 	Why do we do this? The goal of living lives that glorify God, is one of the predominant fruits of our 	salvation. To glorify God, is to make Him known, to put Him on display or to manifest Him. It can refer 	to praise of Him but here specifically it is done by obeying Him!
		Obedience should not be a doom and gloom attitude, it should be and can be a source of great 	joy. Two ways are provided by Jesus in this verse.

	A.	Bear much fruit. V.8a
		Mark 11:13 And seeing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went to see if perhaps He would 			find something on it. When He came to it, He found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season 			for figs.
		1.	the fruit of the Spirit   (Galatians 5:22-23)
		2.	offering Praise   (Hebrews 13:5)
		3. 	sacrificial love   (Luke 6:35)
		4.	God honoring behavior   (Matthew 3:8)
		5.	selflessness   (John 12:24)

	B.	Prove to be My disciples v.8b
		John 8:31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are 			My disciples indeed. 
		John 13:35 "By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 			Matthew 5:44-45 "But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to 			those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45 "that you 			may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 		sends rain on the just and on the unjust.

III.	The promise of amazing love. Vv.9-10
	(John 13:34-35)
	John 5:20 "For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all things that He Himself does; and He will 	show Him greater works than these, that you may marvel. 
	John 17:26 "And I have declared to them Your name, and will declare it, that the love with which You 	loved Me may be in them, and I in them."

	A.	This amazing love is demonstrated by the Father. V.9a

	B.	This amazing love is demonstrated by Christ. V.9b

	C.	This amazing love is demonstrated by His disciples. V.9c-10

		Abiding and demonstrating Trinitarian love is not merely a subjective enjoyment of His love for 	us, but is also an ongoing expression in our observable behavior and attitude of our love for Him. Far 	too many professing believers are no more than spiritual love parasites, we take but give nothing back in 	return!
		“Obedience to the Father, as the Son demonstrated is the same for a disciple, as it was for the 	Son.”  [The Bible Commentary of the New Testament: Walvord & Buck, p.326]
		“Active dependence and loving obedience are the proper paths of God’s children. [Ibid., p.326]
	1 John 2:6 He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked. 

IV.	The promise of astonishing joy. V.11
		Many imagine that dependency, obedience, prayerfulness, and sacrifice to Christ is burdensome, 	and are in misery in the Christian life. Jesus teaches just the opposite to His disciples who are abiding. 	He associates obedience with joy. “Jesus is fulfilling the Father’s will for His life had great joy in 	pleasing His Father by living a sacrificial, but fruitful life.”  [Ibid., p.326]
	Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a 	living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed 	to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good 	and acceptable and perfect will of God. 
	Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 	before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 	God. 
	John 10:10 "The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they 	may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly. 

		The commands of abiding in Jesus and His love, while keeping His commandments are His true 		disciples joy.

	“If you live by feelings, you are looking for joy where it can never be found.” – Charles Spurgeon

Conclusion:  
1.	Check your abiding
2.	Check your love.
3.	Check your obedience
4.	Check your joy

(Do they reflect Christlikeness?)	
