Sermon Title:  Recognizing Loving Fellowship in a Christless Culture
Sermon Text 1 Corinthians 16:15-24
Sermon Purpose:  To call the hearer to demonstrate the attitude, action, and activities of a loving 					fellowship.
Sermon Proposition:  There are 4 recognizable elements of a loving fellowship

Introduction:  “Two short reflections on Paul’s correspondence with Corinth. First, the biggest lesson may be the importance of creating a Christ-culture in our churches. Christians often simply reflect the values and behaviors in their surrounding culture. As any experienced missionary will confirm, when a tribe or ethnic group becomes Christian, the people rarely get the whole package at once. More often than not, Christianity simply becomes an add-on to their existing worldview. This can result in a confused semi-Christian worldview, or, in the worst cases, syncretism. It can take years or even a generation for their faith to transform what they believe about gender, outcasts, the spirit-world, or how to relate to old tribal enemies. Nor is this a problem for the Global South only; the western world is even worse, often assuming that its culture is in some sense ‘Christian’ and hence needing no critique, when many believers offer a case-study of a church struggling, and frequently failing, to be like Christ rather than like pagan Corinth; hence Paul’s repeated theme of imitation.”
[N. T. Wright, Michael F. Bird, The New Testament in Its World: An Introduction to the History, Literature, and Theology of the First Christians, Zondervan Academic, 2019, p.499]

I.	Recognize the authentic salvation. Vv.15-16
II.	Recognize the authentic service. Vv.17-18
III.	Recognize the authentic selflessness. Vv.19-20
IV.	Recognize the authentic salutation. Vv.21-24

I.	Recognize the authentic salvation. Vv.15-16

	A.	The recognition of salvation. V.15a
		1 John 4:19 We love Him because He first loved us.

	B.	The reality of salvation. V.15b

	C.	The result of salvation. V.15c

	D.	The response of salvation. V.16
			This is a presentation of Paul’s first converts by his ministry in Southern Greece, at 			Achaia. Birthed in a culture that has become a cesspool of immorality, injustice, and worldliness, 		leading to divisiveness.
			The word devoted, can also be translated addicted, means they devoted themselves, 			appointed themselves, diligently gave themselves to meeting the day to day needs of fellow 			believers.
		1 Thessalonians 1:3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, and 				patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father, 
		1 Thessalonians 1:8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in 				Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we 			do not need to say anything. 
		Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 			except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 
		Acts 13:48 Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and glorified the word of the Lord. 		And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.



		William Barclay writes, “In the early church willing and spontaneous service was the beginning 			of official office. A man became a leader of the church not so much by any man made 				appointment, because his life and work marked him out worthy of respect.”
		[John MacArthur, New Testament Commentary 1 Corinthians, p. 480]

II.	Recognize the authentic service. Vv.17-18

	A.	The resourceful service. V.17
		The important aspect of companionship is togetherness, this cannot be experienced virtually, 			from a distance, or by secondhand methods.

	B.	The refreshing service. V.18a
		2 Corinthians 7:6 Nevertheless God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming 			of Titus, 
		2 Corinthians 7:13 Therefore we have been comforted in your comfort. And we rejoiced 			exceedingly more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all. 

	C.	The respectful service. V.18b
		Epiginosko (acknowledge) signifies recognition of something for what it really is.
		1 Thessalonians 5:12-13 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, 			and are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for 			their work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves.

III.	Recognize the authentic selflessness. Vv.19-20

	A.	The church’s geographical selflessness. V.19a

	B.	The church’s household selflessness. V.19b

	C.	The church’s universal selflessness. V.20a

	D.	The church’s local selflessness. V.20b

IV.	Recognize the authentic salutation. Vv.21-24
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A.	The deliberate action of the salutation. V.21

	B.	The dangerous address of the salutation. V.22

	C.	The delicate affirmation of the salutation. Vv.23-24

Conclusion:  Second, these letters show that Christian service takes place in a series of strange paradoxes: power in weakness, triumph  in tragedy, strength in vulnerability, and death blossoming into life. Paul’s most profound summary of Christian ministry is these words:
	“We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also 
	be revealed in our body. For we who are alive are always being given over to death for 
	Jesus’ sake, so that His life may also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at 
	work in us, but life is at work with you.”
A pastor  or servant of Christ’s body is called to be a personified Passion-story, a walking and talking parable of Jesus’ death and resurrection. That is the living proof that God uses death, vulnerability, and weakness to bring about life, hope, and triumph. Christian ministry I about being outwardly battered and bruised but inwardly renewed; this is why we can rejoice with thanksgiving even amid hardship. To the world, such a life smells of death and defeat, but actually it is spreading an aroma that brings life. [Ibid., p.499-500]
