Sermon Title:  Marching Orders for living in a Christless Culture
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 16:13-14
Sermon Purpose:  To call the hearer to consistently live with victory in a Christless Culture.
Sermon Proposition: There are 5 commands provided for those living in a Christless Culture.

Introduction:  The overall letter to the Corinthians is a letter of correction and rebuke.
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 

The motivation for this section is deep love for Christ and the people.
Hebrews 12:6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives." 

Paul now provides 5 closing imperatives, that are marching orders for living in a Christless Culture that seeks to invade the church and the lives of the membership. All 5 commands are in the present tense, communicating that this is the way Christians are to be living.

I.	Always be on alert. V.13a
II.	Always be standing firm. V.13b
III.	Always be courageous. V.13c
IV.	Always be strong. V.13d
V.	Always be loving. V.14

I.	Always be on alert. V.13a
		The Greek word “gregoreite” means to be awake, alert, and constantly on guard. Believers must 	always be aware of and avoiding the influences of competing tradition of worldly wisdom, calling itself 	knowledge. We are never to be sleepy-eyed or sluggish, never let your guard down. 
	(1 Corinthians 15:58)

	1.	Be alert because of the danger of substitutionary human wisdom for God’s Word. (1:18-2:16)

	2.	Be alert because of the danger of divisiveness. (1:10-17; 3:9)

	3.	Be alert because of the danger of immorality being tolerated. (5:1-13)

	4.	Be alert because of the danger of civil court battles (6:1-8)

	5.	Be alert because of the danger of confusion about marriage, divorce, and sexual purity. (7:10)

	6.	Be alert because of the danger of self-indulgence. (10:1-13)

	7.	Be alert because of the danger of a lack of concern for others. (10:23-33)

	8.	Be alert because of the danger of lovelessness. (13:1-6)

		It requires great love for Christ, and diligence, with gratitude to carry out the will of God.

II.	Always be standing firm. V.13b
		Everyone in the church has the responsibility to stand firm, as one body, in unity. Standing firm 	in the faith, refers here to the content of the Good News, the Gospel of Jesus Christ, specifically Christ’s 	death, burial, and resurrection. (15:1-5, 14) Christians are not to give heed or credibility  by listening to 	false teachers and false doctrine. How do we live this out?

	1.	Do not listen to false teachers.
	
	2.	Do not listen to false doctrine.

	3.	Do not question the Word of God or the truth about Christ.

	4.	Do not listen to those who mishandle or abuse the Word of God.

	(1 Corinthians 2:1-4; 1:20-25)
	2 Corinthians 4:1-2 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we do not lose 	heart. 2 But we have renounced the hidden things of shame, not walking in craftiness nor handling the 	word of God deceitfully, but by manifestation of the truth commending ourselves to every man's 	conscience in the sight of God.
	[The Preacher’s Outline & Sermon Bible I & II Corinthians, p.206]

III.	Always be courageous. V.13c
		Some other translations use the terms “act like men,”  “act like a man,”  “be courageous,”   and 	“behave like men.” The meaning is to either be courageous like real men, or to quit living like immature 	men. 
	1 Corinthians 3:1-3 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual people but as to carnal, as to 	babes in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive 	it, and even now you are still not able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and 	divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
	
	We need to live like courageous men of God and be people marked by maturity, in other words time to 	grow up. We can no longer afford to be children easily swept aside or tossed to and fro.
	Ephesians 4:14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 	wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,
	1 Kings 2:2 "I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. 
	Job 40:7 "Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question you, and you shall answer Me:
	Ezekiel 22:30 "So I sought for a man among them who would make a wall, and stand in the gap before 	Me on behalf of the land, that I should not destroy it; but I found no one. 

	Questions:  Is it evident we are maturing in 
	1.	doctrine
	2.	spiritual insight/discernment
	3.	emotional stability
	4.	personal relationships
	5.	moral purity
	6.	the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23)


IV.	Always be strong. V.13d
		We are to be people of strength, who are growing stronger, as we are growing older. The 	spiritual development is opposite of the physical development as we grow older. Strength is needed in 	order to stand firm against this world system that opposes God and Christ, as well as temptation and 	Satan.
	Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
	1 John 2:15-16 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of 	the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world-- the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 	pride of life-- is not of the Father but is of the world.

	This is a reference to inner spiritual strength and growth.
	1 Corinthians 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
 
	“We can no more be spiritually strong than we can be physically strong without discipline.”
	[John MacArthur New Testament Commentary, 1 Corinthians p.476]
	Colossians 1:10-11 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every 	good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 strengthened with all might, according to His 	glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy;

	“The supreme source of all spiritual strength, of course, is Christ Himself.”  [Ibid., p.476]
	Philippians 4:13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 
	1 Timothy 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me 	faithful, putting me into the ministry,

V.	Always be loving. V.14
		Our every action is to be motivated by God’s love for us, and our love for others. It is the chief 	evidence that confirms  our submission to the Lordship and authority of Jesus Christ, as well as our love 	for one another. (1 Corinthians 13)
	Galatians 5:13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity 	for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 
	1 John 2:10 He who loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
	1 John 4:21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves God must love his brother 	also. 
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