
Sermon Title: The Attributes of Defending Against Apostasy Part I & II
Sermon Text: 2 Timothy 3:1-9
Sermon Purpose: To call the hearer to beware of the current dangerous age of apostasy.
Sermon Proposition: There are 5 attributes necessary for defending against apostasy. 

Introduction: I was reading this week a book published in 1970 by John Warwick Montgomery entitled 
Damned Through the Church also a book entitled The Decline of African American Theology. It's an interesting 
little book and in it Montgomery chronicles what he calls "the damnable epochs of church history," or the times 
when the church was sending people to hell instead of sending people to heaven. And the church has done that. 
And by the way, still does that under the name of Christianity, certainly not under its reality.

There have been damnable epochs in the life of the church. Now these can be identified, says 
Montgomery, at least starting from the Dark Ages. And I want you to follow the flow because I think it will 
give you an understanding of where we are today. 

The first dangerous episode in church history he calls "sacramentalism." The era of sacramentalism. 
From about 500 A.D. until about 1500 A.D., a full thousand years, the church was engulfed in sacramentalism. 
What we mean by that is a religion of ritual and ceremony without reality. What we mean by that is a church 
that has become Christ so that the focal point is not to worship Christ but to worship the church, not to be right 
with God but to be right with the church, not to have a personal and intimate relationship with the living God, 
but to function through the ritual, ceremony and rites of the church. As I said, this was known as the Dark Ages.

It was dominated by the Roman Catholic Church. There was also the existence of the Eastern or Greek 
Orthodox Church. The Church prescribed certain sacraments, certain ceremonies, certain forms of religion, 
rituals involving candles and beads and penance and all kinds of external functions by which through some 
automatic operation in outward form, a person could be made right with God. These prescribed religious acts 
and duties and functions and ceremonies really made a person right with the church, not God but the church had 
become Christ. And the issue was to worship the church and not Christ.

Martin Luther came along in the 1500's, as you know, and attacked the heretical and blasphemous 
institution and its sacramentalism successfully. And what prompted his heart was what he said to the Diet at 
Worms when he had to defend himself, when he said, "My conscience is captive to the Word of God." He found 
that the Word of God ran contrary to sacramentalism. But during that one thousand years, the Word of God was 
taken out of the hands of the people and they were subject to whatever interpretation to the Word of God the 
church gave. It was only when Luther discovered the reality that the Bible taught the just shall live by faith that 
he realized the tremendous error of the church. A thousand years had gone by, a thousand years of great danger 
to the souls of men as the church propagated sacramentalism instead of true Christianity. 

So much was Luther devoted to the Scripture that he was compelled to denounce sacramentalism. He 
said, "Neither sacrament nor priest but faith in the Word of God justifies you. What concern of yours would it 
be if the Lord spoke through an ass, as long as you hear His Word in which you may hope and believe." And 
then he said, "I recognize neither the father, the mother, the relative, the government nor the Christian church 
that wants to prevent me from listening to God's Word," end quote. And, of course, one of the things the church 
did, as I said during that time of the Dark Ages, was keep the Word of God out of the hands of the people so 
they might not interpret it for themselves. Luther recognized that ritual and sacrament had substituted the 
church for the Lord of the church. And the church of Luther's day was in bondage to its sacramental idol. It had 
a ritual without a relationship. It had penance without forgiveness. It had ceremony without Christ. A disastrous 
dangerous time in which the hearts and souls of men were kept in bondage and the church was more aggressive 
in sending people to hell than it was in sending them to heaven.

And then Montgomery points out that a few hundred years after the Reformation, in the eighteenth 
century there came a second dangerous epoch in the church which he calls "rationalism...rationalism." By the 
time of the eighteenth century, the time of Napoleon in the 1700's, the enlightenment had come and men were 
beginning to come out of the Dark Ages and they were beginning to look at the creativity and the ability and the 
genius of the human species and they followed that path until they determined that man was ultimate and the 
mind of man was the ultimate determiner of truth and reason superseded revelation and the mind of man sat in 
judgment on the Word of God. It was the time of the rise to power of Napoleon. 



Interestingly enough, when Napoleon came to the end of his life and was in exile on St. Helena, he told 
Count Montathalon(?) these words, and I quote, "Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I myself have founded 
great empires upon force. Jesus alone founded His empire upon love." Napoleon said, "Jesus Christ was more 
than a man, He asks for the human heart. He demands it unconditionally. And all who sincerely believe in Him 
experience that remarkable supernatural love toward Him. Time, the great destroyer, is powerless to extinguish 
this sacred flame. This is it which proves to me quite convincingly the divinity of Jesus Christ," so said 
Napoleon. And we can only regret that he didn't come to that conclusion much earlier in his life.

But while Napoleon was coming to the conclusion of the supernatural character of Christ, his age was 
coming to the conclusion that reason prevailed and anything supernatural didn't quite fit in. And the age of 
rationalism was born and Germany was engulfed in rationalism and France was engulfed in rationalism. And 
reason became God. And some went so far as to say there is no God. And others took the Bible and stripped out 
of it all the miracles. And others, known as the Critical Theorists attacked the Bible and said if it doesn't make 
sense to us, if it doesn't fit our understanding of history, it didn't happen that way. And they denuded the 
Scripture of its authority, of its truthfulness. You had to be able to understand everything rationally and reason 
said whether revelation was true or not. The Bible had to bow to the mind of man.

Certainly the most well-known and influential book during that time as far as Americans are concerned 
was one written by Thomas Paine, a patriot of note, who lived from about 1737 to 1809. The title of His book, 
The Age of Reason.And in the book by Paine, he basically split his book into two parts. The first part of the 
book was advocating rationalism, was the supremacy of human logic, the mind is the ultimate determiner of 
truth. The second part of his book was an attempt to debunk and discredit everything about the Bible...the 
ethics, the morality, the historicity and everything else of the Bible was denied. And Thomas Paine set upon a 
course to postulate reason as supreme and the Bible as unreliable. In fact, he said it had blasphemous conceits in 
it that masqueraded as if they were the truths of God.

Now during the Age of Reason people went so far as to deny God altogether and what we know today as 
modern atheism was born out of that. In France and Germany atheists began to arrive on the scene. And atheism 
became acceptable. On one occasion in Paris in an act against believing in God, there was a veiled female 
brought before a group of leaders. One of the leaders of France taking this veiled female by the hand said, and I 
quote, "Mortals, cease to tremble before the powerless thunders of a God whom your fears have created. 
Henceforth acknowledge no divinity but reason. And I offer you its noblest and purest image. If you must have 
idols, sacrifice only to such as this." And he pulled off a veil and there was a woman. They took that woman, 
mounted her on some kind of carriage down to Notre Dame and put her on the altar there as the reigning deity 
to be adored. And maybe we shouldn't wonder why French morality has been what it's been. And this certainly 
illustrates Luther's contention that reason was the devil's whore and that reason could corrupt the Christian faith 
at its very center because it always sets itself against the mind of God.

They failed to recognize what Isaiah understood when he said in chapter 55 verses 8 and 9 of God, "My 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than your thoughts." But man said not 
so. Our thoughts are higher, our ways are higher. We'll sit on judgment of you. And reason became the new 
deity and instead of Jesus Christ, they worshiped the mind. And out of it came theological liberalism and higher 
criticism, denying Scripture and its miraculous reality. This was a deadly time in church history. This was a 
time of grave peril to the life of the church.

And what made it even worse was that sacramentalism wasn't dead either. And so you have 
sacramentalism and rationalism. And now there are two reigning dangers in the church...the existence of 
rationalism only adds to the already existing sacramentalism. And western civilization and the church is now 
engulfed in a two-fold danger, sacramentalism on the one hand and rationalism on the other.

Montgomery likes to point out that there was a third epoch of danger in the life of the church, he calls it 
orthodoxism. A hundred years later by the time you get into the nineteenth century in the 1800's, mass printing 
has arrived. And for the first time in the history of the church, everybody has a Bible. The Bibles are being mass 
produced, even to the extent that they have been reduced in size and that a person could carry with him a New 
Testament. Heretofore that had not been the case. 



The printing press was only around in the time of Martin Luther. And now finally there's a way to get 
Bibles in the hands of people. And so people had the Bible. But according to an analysis of the time, they had a 
Bible personally but had very little interest in what it contained. The legacy of sacramentalism and rationalism 
was a lack of confidence in the Bible which was now available but treated with shallowness and indifference, a 
lack of depth, a lack of zeal.

One Danish philosopher well known to theologians and philosophy students by the name of Soren 
Kierkegaard who lived about 1813 to 1855 wrote the following assessment of contemporary orthodoxism. He 
said, "A young girl of 16 summers, it is her confirmation day. And among the many tasteful and beautiful gifts, 
she also receives the New Testament in a very pretty binding. Now that is what one may call Christianity. To 
tell the truth, no one expects and probably rightly that she anymore than anybody else will read it, or at any rate 
not as originally intended. This book was given her as a potential consolation in life. Here should you need it 
you will find consolation. Of course, it is assumed that she will never read it anymore than any other young 
girls. If she does, however, it will not be read as originally intended or she would discover that right here in that 
book you find such terrors that in comparison other terrible things that occur in the world are almost a joke. Yet 
that is supposed to be Christianity. 

"No...he says...I would be tempted to make Christianity another proposition. Let us gather in every 
single copy of the New Testament, let us cart the whole collection out to an open place or up a mountain top 
and then while all of us kneel down, let someone speak to God saying, `Take it back, this book. We humans the 
way we are should not get involved with such a book, it only makes us unhappy,'" end quote.

Kierkegaard said if you're going to treat the Bible that way, then take it up on a mountain and tell God to 
take it back and send you one that is more accord...in accord with the way you want to live. 
Orthodoxism...having a correct theology of which you are ignorant and to which you are indifferent. His 
perception was that people were possessing but not willing to live by the Bible. This too was deadly to the 
church in Europe. The church in Europe was still buried under the pile of sacramentalism and rationalism and 
now it gets the Bible and it has orthodoxy in its hand but it is a dead cold orthodoxy.

A hundred years later came another dangerous epoch. And it almost seems as though the longer the 
church age goes the faster the new epochs come. They started out maybe coming a little bit slowly and now 
they're coming about every hundred years, if we follow this analysis. And you come into the twentieth century 
and what do you see? You see the danger to the church from politicism, politics. And it comes in a curious way, 
according to Montgomery. He says it shows up in Nazi Germany under Hitler. Realize this that when Hitler 
rises to power the legacy of Germany is a religious heritage...Martin Luther, the Reformation. Europe is 
engulfed in a sacramental and rationalistic and somewhat cold dead orthodoxy but it is nonetheless historically 
and traditionally Christian. If Hitler is going to conquer the world and massacre millions of people, if Hitler is 
going to murder six million Jews, if Satan is to effect his plan, somehow he's got to lay the church low because 
surely the church even at its worst would stand against such a massacre. How then is Hitler going to succeed 
with what he wants to do under the inspiration of Satan unless he gets the church out of the picture? He can't. 
And so he has to act against the church. And maybe you don't know it but the first line of attack that Hitler 
made was against the theology of historic Christianity. The church had to be politicized. And so he sucked the 
church into national socialism. And then began to alter its theology.

The church was politicized. There was a movement within the Nazi Party to change the character of 
Christian theology. At first it was as simple as the movement being called "Deutsch Christin(?)." If you were a 
German Christian, which that means, you were a Nazi. All Nazis were true German Christians. It was even 
called the German Christian Faith Movement. Swallow up the church. The second thing was to eliminate the 
Old Testament because the Old Testament celebrated Jewishness. It talked too much about the Jews and their 
relation to God so they eliminated the Old Testament. The critics, the higher critics, the rationalists helped them 
with that somewhat. And then they eliminated the parts of the New Testament that speak of the Jewishness of 
Jesus. What they were left with was an emasculated message, what was left was their Deutsch Christianity, 
tolerated by national socialism.

Typical of the German Christian Faith Movement was Hans Kurl(?) who gave a speech in 1937. He had 
been appointed by Hitler as the minister of church affairs. He was in charge of the church in Germany. This is 
what he said in 1937. "Positive Christianity is national socialism. National socialism is the doing of God's will. 



God's will reveals itself in German blood. Christianity is not dependent on the Apostles' Creed. True 
Christianity represented by the Party and the German people are now called by the Party and especially the 
Furer to a real Christianity. The church has not been able to generate the faith that moves mountains but the 
Furer has, the Furer is the herald of the new revelation," end quote. It was essential to them to engulf the church 
in a new theology that allowed for a Hitler to massacre the world. 

In spite of great opposition from true believers who as you know were many of them put in prison, many 
of them lost their lives, the church got involved, was sucked in. The church confused, the gospel disappeared 
and Hitler went on his merry way.

Now the frightening result when you look at history of the danger of sacramentalism, the danger of 
rationalism, the danger of orthodoxism, the danger of politicism, the frightening thing, beloved, is that the 
church continues to accumulate all of this so that today we have in the church we have sacramentalism, we have 
Christianity quote/unquote where the church is an end in itself and there is ritual without a relationship. We 
have rationalism. We still have elements within quote/unquote Christianity where mind is over the Bible, where 
reason is over revelation. And we have plenty of dead orthodoxy, correct theology connected to unholy living. 
And we have politicism where the church has been blended with the state and the state is supreme. We've 
accumulated all of it. And therefore this is the most dangerous of all times. 

Sacramentalism still abounds in Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox, some Anglican areas and in many 
other kinds of churches where a less sophisticated kind of ceremonialism reigns supreme. Rationalism abounds 
in liberal theology being espoused in all kinds of places, in neo-orthodox theology, in the new redaction 
criticism theology, denying Scripture inerrancy. Orthodoxism abounds in churches with the right theology who 
spend their time defending their dogma while ignoring holiness, love, and compassion and Christ's likeness. 
And politicism is still here with the social gospel, the gospel of politics and all the rest. These are dangerous 
times. 

And you can drive from this part of town to the end of the San Fernando Valley down Roscoe Boulevard 
and you could probably put one of those labels on most of the churches you pass. Some of them are dangerous. 
Some of them are in to sacramentalism. Some of them are in to rationalism. They're just giving book reviews 
and saying the mind is what matters and making the Bible subject to their own minds. Some of them are in to 
dead, cold, unloving, ungracious, unchristlike orthodoxy. Some of them are in to political action and social 
gospel. The danger is all around us. And I might even go a step further and tell you that there's another epoch 
danger that's come even in the last life time, that is ecumenism. Go back to the fifties and in the fifties was 
spawned the mentality...let's not talk about theology, let's talk about love, let's all get together. And giving birth 
to the World Council of Churches, the National Council of Churches, the Cooperative Evangelism Efforts, 
everybody get together, don't talk doctrine, let's not make that an issue, a sentimentalistic attitude called love 
became the reigning principle of the Christian life. It tolerates sin, it tolerates error, it tolerates everything, let's 
all get together. And ecumenism is a danger to the church because it sucks its strength, it sucks its doctrine, it 
pulls out its conviction. It makes it compromise. That came in the fifties.

And now they're coming faster than ever. In the sixties came what I like to call "experientialism." The 
new Charismatic Movement which says that that which reigns supreme is my experience, not the Bible. But 
have I seen God, touched God, seen Jesus, heard angels, gotten a revelation from heaven, had an 
experience...experientialism is a danger to the church. It came like a wave in the sixties. It's still with us, we just 
keep accumulating them.

And what is it in the seventies, folks? We've got another in the seventies, subjectivism...subjectivism. 
Montgomery says this, "Our time is possibly the most subjective period in all of church history. Today 
everybody talks in psychological terms. We enjoy nothing better than to probe our inner life and its real or 
imagined frustrations. We wallow in our own misery. We go to psychologists. We go to psychiatrists. We go to 
counselors. The predelection(?) has been called `navel watching' That is to say we enjoy nothing better than to 
sit down narcissistically and look at our own psyche navels. This delightful activity allows us to become 
completely involved in ourselves. We enjoy our problems. Someone has called our epoch the age of analysis. 
And it is that for we want to solve all our problems by subjective concentration on them. Luther in diametric 
opposition to hyper subjectivism says, `Christianity in its entirety lies outside us in the righteousness of Christ 
and in the mercy of God. The man who has spiritual problems will never solve those problems by looking in 



upon himself. There is no solution inside, rather the solution is outside. The solution lies in what God did for us 
on the cross and that depends not upon ourselves but only upon the Christ who while we were yet sinners died 
for us,'" end quote.

You say, "What is it a result of?" Well, it's a result, of course, of sin and fallenness and Satan but just 
specifically I believe it's partly a result of a society that's bought in to the evolutionary lie. Our culture believes 
that man is a piece of protoplasm waiting to become manure hoping he can move to a higher level in the next 
pile. Our society believes there's no God, there's no God at all, this is just what happened. You know, one day 
there was nothing and then nothing became something and here we go. And all of that evolutionary thing means 
that ultimately man is at the peak of evolution, he's got no accountability to a deity, there's no real God 
involved. Man is just the final movement of the evolutionary process. He's the ultimate beast, so why not 
celebrate your bestiality. Right? You're a beast, do what a beast wants to do. Call your own shots. Mark your 
own course. Chart your own destiny. Do what you want. It's the evolutionary that's cursed this world because 
it's cut man off from accountability to God, it's cut him off from having to bow the knee before a greater power 
and it's made him think he was God and he can love himself ultimately because who else is there to love? That's 
the legacy of evolution. It's not just as simple as a wrong view of creation, my friend, evolution has cursed our 
entire society with a viewpoint that says man is just the result of a random process and has every right to be as 
beastly as he wants to be since he's the highest beast on the totem pole. At least for now.

The second thing I believe has contributed to this is existential philosophy. Existential philosophy came 
in in the sixties and seventies and really reeked havoc in our thinking. And it says "live for the moment." 
Existentialism says, "Fulfillment is in the now, grab it now, do it, baby, this is it, get your gusto, go for it, it's 
right now." Live for the moment. Exhilarate yourself in the moment. No thought for the future. No concern 
about the past. Just indulge yourself in the moment and squeeze as much fulfillment out as you can. That's 
existential philosophy. There's no destiny, that's also tied to evolution. There's no destiny, there's no God, there's 
no where to go, this is it, man. All you've got is now, so milk it, grab it, run with it, exploit it. And whoever else 
you need to exploit to get your fulfillment. So you take evolutionary theory, you add to it existential philosophy 
and you get selfishness.

You could throw a third thing in and that's a pervasive humanistic mentality which says, "Man is all 
there is." Man is ultimate. And if man is ultimate and I'm man then I'm ultimate. Humanism says I'm God. The 
only God there is is me. The only moment I have is now. And I'm going to do what I'm going to do.

(Introduction from John MacArthur’s Sermons Danger in the Church Part 3 (55-14) and Danger in the 
Church Part 1 (55-12); www.gracetoyou.com, Sermon Archives, 2 Timothy)

I. The 1st attribute is to recognize the dangerous season. V.1
The phrase last days refers to this age, the times since the first coming of Christ and His 2nd 

coming. (Acts 2; Hebrews 1:1-4)
Genesis 49:1 And Jacob called his sons and said, "Gather together, that I may tell you what shall befall 
you in the last days:
Daniel 2:28 "But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He has made known to King 
Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your dream, and the visions of your head upon your 
bed, were these: 
Isaiah 2:2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the LORD'S house Shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all nations shall flow 
to it. 
The Greek word is (karios) denotes epochs or seasons of time.

“Perlious” is used to describe the savage nature of two demons – passed men (Matthew 8:28 
When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met Him two demon-
possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one could pass that way.). Such 
savage destructive times will increase in frequency and severity as the return of Christ approaches. 

The church age is filled with dangers and dangerous teachers, who will multiply. The list that 
follows characterizes the leaders and their followers of this dangerous age. (Acts 20)

http://www.gracetoyou.com/


Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to Me,`Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he 
who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 "Many will say to Me in that day,`Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?' 
Zechariah 13:4 "And it shall be in that day that every prophet will be ashamed of his vision when he 
prophesies; they will not wear a robe of coarse hair to deceive. 

II. The 2nd attribute is to recognize the self-lovers. V.2-4
1. Self-lovers – This is one word in the Greek (philoutas) from two words, phileo which means to 

have affection for, literally it sometimes is translated to “kiss,” and the pronoun “themselves”. It 
references people who are in love with themselves. Once a person decides that the focal point of 
their life is himself he or she becomes a (philoutos). The danger is when you decide to love 
yourself first, you destroy any possible meaningful relationship with God and others. We live in 
a season of self-esteem, self fulfillment, self-immage building, and self-love theology. So what 
we have here is basically the promotion of self-love, which promotes selfishness.

John Calvin writing in the Institute of Church Religion, a classic treatment of theology 
says, “For so blindly do we all rush in the direction of self-love that everyone thinks he has good 
reason for exalting himself. There is no other remedy than to pluck up by the roots that most 
noxious pest, self-love.” Samuel Johnson preaching in the 18th century said, “He that over values 
himself will under value others. And he who under values others will oppose them.”

2. lovers of money – This is the second word (philarguros)-silver lover, money lovers. If you love 
yourself, then you want to indulge yourself. You want to feed your desires, through materialism 
and self-consumptions. (1 Tim. 6:10) Misdirected self love then must find self-gratification. 
Ephesus was called “the treasure house of the ancient world.” “The Vanity Fair” of Asia Minor. 
This has fed the prosperity gospel.

3. boasters – Boastful is the outward pride that springs from self-love. If you love yourself you’re 
going to boast about yourself. Plato said a bragger is someone who claims greatness he does not 
posses. They are always the hero’s of their own stories. They exaggerate themselves, their 
ability, their achievements, their accomplishments, and their value.

4. proud – (arrogant) To be proud in heart. This is to the inside what boastfulness is on the outside. 
I want to exalt myself, this moves them, this motivates them.

5. blasphemers – Those who are abusive in speech (blasphemeo). It means to slander, to hurl abuse, 
to injure others with your tongue. Their tongues will lash out with venom toward other people.

6. disobedient to parents –
7. unthankful – Self-love says, I am what I am because I made it. Consuming greed knows no 

satisfaction so it never says thanks. I haven’t reached the point of thankfulness because I haven’t 
reached my expectation of satisfaction. There is no loving grace of gratitude.

8. unholy – Indecent (anosios) The word was most often used of violating the very essence of 
common decency. You could translate it irreverent, disrespect for what is sacred in the sense of 
decency. One who is so driven by self-love that decency is of no consideration.

9. unloving – (astorgos) Has to do with the loss of natural affection. It’s the love that is natural to 
the family. It is to love someone who is bound up with us in relationships. Unloving people don’t 
have natural affection. They are heartless to people who are a part of the intimate circle of their 
life. It’s talking about a heartlessness at the most natural level of love.

10. unforgiving – (irreconcilable) This means a person who doesn’t respond to an appeal. No matter 
what you say to them they’re unmovable, they will not change. This is a person who is bitter, a 
person who is full of hate that he never wants to make things right. They are promise, truce 
breakers, agreement, vow breakers.

11. slanders – This means malicious gossips (diabolos) slanderers, it’s the word for the devil. 
Anytime you maliciously gossip, you take on the character of the devil. They want to push 
themselves up by pushing other people down.



12. without self-control – (akrates) It means that they just don’t have any inhibitions. These people 
are slaves to their passions and unrestrained lust. They can’t control their compulsions or 
passions. The goal is the main objective.

13. brutal – The word basically means savage like a wild beast, it’s used to speak of a wild beast that 
rips, tears and violently destroys. They are ruthless, merciless, without sensitivity or sympathy.

14. despisers of good – This is no love for anything that’s beneficial to others. They recognize what 
is good, so they can hate it. They hate what is righteous and they attack it. (Is. 5:20)

15. traitors – (or treacherous) The word means ready to betray. It draws attentions to the idea of 
disloyalty. They get close to you, in order to stick a knife in you, they want to destroy you.

16. headstrong – (reckless) These are aggressive people. It literally means head strong or falling 
forward actually. It’s the idea of moving with your head, disregarding anything and everything 
around you. The idea of rash behavior.

17. haughty – (conceited) The root for this is from the word “smoke” – People who are blowing 
smoke, who are puffed up, inflated with their own sense of importance, unable to see reality and 
are preoccupied with themselves.

18. lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God – (2 Peter 2:10) The emphasis is not that there is 
some love for God, exceeded by love for pleasure, but rather there is no love for God, only love 
for pleasure. The word is (philedonos) phileo love, hedonism.

III. The 3rd attribute is to recognize the charlatans. V.5
Form refers to an outward shape or appearance. Like the unbelieving Pharisees and scribes, false 

teachers and their followers are concerned with mere external appearance. (cf. Matt. 23:25; Titus 1:16)
Their outward conformity to Christianity and religious virtues make them all the more 

dangerous. So they will hold to a form of (morphosis) a structure, a shape of godliness.
Godliness (eusebia) means a form of reverence, reflected in a commitment to religious 

structures. But deny the power. (2 Cor. 3:1-5)
3 characteristics to look for:

1. check their character
2. check their creed
3. check their converts
The present tense imperative, means to keep on avoiding. This is a very strong verb in the Greek, 

which means to fear. Avoid them with terror, horror, be afraid of them.
IV. The 4th attribute is to recognize that they are the captivators of the weak. V.6-7

Enduno – means to creep, to worm, to wiggle your way in. They don’t come with honesty, they 
sneak in (Jude 4) to households. They sneak into homes, churches, to make converts.

For among them are those, or literally out from among them are those who enter and captivate 
weak women and men weighed down with sins, who are led by their impulses and lust. This includes 
emotional and spiritual guilt over sins, making them easy prey for false teachers. They are left 
unprotected, therefore vulnerable, the women are defenseless. 

Verse 7. They seek to make converts of women who want to know the truth, who are always 
open to learning, but never come to the (epignosis) the deep knowledge of truth, they become the 
victims of the creepers. Paul is identifying these people who are often jumping from one false teacher or 
cult to another without ever coming to an understanding of God’s saving truth in Jesus Chrsit.

V. The 5th attribute is to recognize the opposers of truth. V.8-9
Jannes and Jambres were 2 of Pharaohs magicians, probably the 2 leading magicians. Jewish 

tradition says they pretended to become converts of Judaism and therefore joined the children of Israel 
when they left Egypt and it was these two that led the rebellion to make the Golden Calf. The Targum 
states that these two were slaughtered after the Golden Calf incident. The name Jannes means, “He who 
seduces.” And the name Jambres means, “He who makes rebellion.”


